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ForREIGN Po.irIcs. 


Referring to the Lushai expedition,| the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, i tae yn aa 


the 13th March, says that it is the English Govern- 
ment which has provoked the savage Lushais. The 
Government is bent upon depriving these Lushais of their independence, and 
taking possession of the country. News travels from ear to ear, and the Lusha1 
Sardars have certainly come to know of the late sitting of the conference at 
Calcutta, and of Government's intention in regard to them. 

The Lushais are jealously fond of their independence. They would rather 
Jie than part with their independence. The Lushais and the Chins will live in 
eace if their independence is not interfered with. But the English Govern- 
ent will no longer allow any State or country between India and Burma to 
main independent. Who does not see that the sad end of Manipur was due 
» the Government’s intention to destroy the independence of the Chins and 
Lushais? That the Lushai and the Chin country will be subjected in time to 
British authority is certain. But this will not be an easy affair after all. It 
will cost the British Government much blood and treasure to conquer the 
savage Lushais and Chins. And itis because the Indians have to bear the 
expenditure that they are alarmed at the very name of an expedition. If India 
can enjoy undisturbed peace without laying hands upon the independence of 
the Chins and Lushais, what is the good of undertaking such an expedition ? 
Will British prestige be established among savages, too? Why did the Political 
Agent try to exercise his authority over the Lushais at Lalbura? Why will not 
the British Government have patience? Why is it so anxious to extend its 
commerce ? 

2. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika, of the 15th March, says that the present 
excited condition of the Lushais is owing to the 
attempt made by the Political Officer, Mr. McCabe, 
tocompel the people of Lalbura to do begar service. As they refused to serve 
beqar, the Political Officer probably made preparations for punishing them 
severely. And this has excited the Lushais, whose number is gradually 
increasing. The writer is unable to see why Anglo-Indian correspondents are 
repeatedly saying that the Lushais of Lalbura are setting fire to their villages. 
The Lushais on the east and the west frontier have become excited, and the 
matter has become serious. Colonel Rennick is marching through the Nengti Pass 
with 300 soldiers, and preparations for sending troops from Calcutta are also 
beng made. Mr. McCabe is the root of all this mischief. Some difficulty or 
other is sure to arise in every place where there is a Political Officer. 


The Lushai Expedition. 


Tue new Lushai outbreak. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


3. The Banitura Darpan, of the 15th March, complains of the frequency of 
cases of murder, docoity, highway robbery, &c., in 
the district of Bankura. The writer is sorry that 
this should be the case during the incumbency of 
the able District Superintendent of Police, Babu Jadab Krishna Deb. It is said 
that while petty cases sent up by the police result in conviction, those which are 
tt to be committed to the Sessions almost invariably break down. What is the 


cause Of this? The officers who conduct investigations are probabl < 
‘ble for this. 5 - y respon 


Prevalence of crime in the dis- 
trict of Bankura. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. Al Punch, of the Ist February, says that an indigo-planter having 

beaten a postman and the postmaster of Saran in 
Bihar, the latter sought the protection of a law 
court. On the day of hearing, the accused did not 
himself enter appearance, but was represented by his father, who stated that his 
‘on, who was ill, had proceeded to Calcutta. The Magistrate refused to hear this 
“xcuse, and issued a warrant. He said that he could enlarge the man for the 
Present only on the certificate of the Civil Surgeon of the station. The offender 


ught to be properly punished, or people will notin: future easil 
Hestmastership of Sarat, y accept the 


The case of the indigo-planter 
¥ho has beaten a mle AE 
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March 13th, 1892. 
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BANKURA DARPAN. 


March 15th, 1892. 


AL PuncH, 
Feb, lst, 1892, 
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5. The Burdwan correspondent of the Sahachar, of the 9th March, re t 
to learn that Babu Atalbehari Maitra, the ‘Dias 
e —t agaiost two Deputy Magistrate of that place, who is in charge of the Roa 
Cess Department, is in the habit of grossly jl]. 
treating his amla. The other day he abused one Govind Chand Barman in y, 
strong language, and the latter said something in return. This enraged tL 
Deputy Magistrate so much that he asked permission of the District Magistrat, 
to prosecute Gobind Chand. The Magistrate, however, did not give the permis. 
sion asked for. Gobind Chand saw the Magistrate in the mufassal where he was op 
tour, and told him all about the altercation which he had had with the Depu 
Magistrate. The Magistrate has not yet passed any order on the subject, though 
it is said that the charge of abusing the amla has been proved against the Deputy 
Magistrate. The correspondent has also heard many complaints against Baby 
Syama Kumud Mukerji, Deputy Magistrate, in charge of the treasury. He j, 
reported to treat the public with incivility. Is it necessary to open a school fo 
teaching good manners to Deputy Magistrates ? 
6. The Prakriti, of the 12th March, saysthat recently Maulvi Ali Hossain 
Mr. Carey, Assistant Magistrate respectable mukhtar of Bankipore, appeared before 
of Bankipore. Mr. Carey, Assistant Magistrate of that place. He 
was cross-examining the complainant, and asked the Magistrate to take down 
some of the complainant’s answers. The Magistrate replied that, as the case was 
a summons case, it depended on his discretion to take down the deposition o 
not. After a short time, the Maulvi again requested the Magistrate to iake 
down some answers of the complainant, whereupon Mr. Carey said that the Maul- 
vil was guilty of contempt of court, and ordered the Court Inspector to detain 
him in hajat until the rising of the court. When on his way to hajat, the Maul- 
vi is reported to have asked pardon of the Magistrate, but the Magistrate heeded 
him not. The Court Inspector detained him in hajat for 15 minutes, and then 
set him free, ‘This is the statement on the side of the mukhtar. As the Magis. 
trate’s statement is not yet known, the writer will not make any remarks on the 
case. But this much may be said for the present that if the mukhtar did not 
press his request in such a way as to show disrespect to the Magistrate, the latter — 
certainly acted very improperly by sending him to haéjat. And supposing the 
mukhtar persisted in his request, after the refusal of the Magistrate to grantit, — 
he should not still have been sent to hajat. Since the occurrence, the mukhtars 
have, in a body, refused to attend Mr, Carey’s court. And this attempt on the 
part of the mukhtars to vindicate their self-respect has the hearty approval of the 
writer. 
7. The following case has been reported from Burdwan:—A man was 
i a arrested there by a constable on the charge of hav- 
Po bs a aesttliois, ing committed anuisance on a public road, and on 
the way to the thaina he was so badly beaten by the 
constable that he had to ask a passer-by, one Debendra Nath Mukerji, a student, 
aged 16, to come to his help. The boy remonstrated with the constable for his 
treatment of the man, but was abused and struck with the baton. Debendra 
thereupon struck the constable on the nose with his closed fist, and for this he 
was prosecuted by the constable before Mr. Pope, Assistant Magistrate, who set- 
tenced him to a week’s imprisonment. In his judgment, the Assistant Magistrate 
admits that the constable was the first to strike Debendra, but states that, in bis 
opinion, Debendra had no business to interfere with the doings of the constable, 
and that though he was struck by the constable, he was wrong in feeling pro- 
voked and returning the blow. This interpretation of the law by Mr. Pope 
not likely to meet with the approval of the public. Is it illegal for a man, for 
instance, to interfere with the doings of a constable who is beating another mat 
to death? Mr. Pope’s view that the blow struck by the constable was not 40 
act of provocation within the meaning of the law is unsound. As regards the 
punishment, it must be considered to have been very heavy, bearing in ml 
that the beastly tea-planter who attempted to violate the cooly girl, Churki, w4 
sentenced to no more than seven days’ imprisonment. Is not this, therefore, 
case of failure of justice? The writer is glad to learn that the District Judge 
has called for the papers of this casc, and released Debendra on bail. 
8. The same paper refers to the refusal of Mr. Justice Norris and Mr. 
The charges against Mr. Moore, Justice Beverley to entertain the application mae 
Extra Assistant Commissioner of against Mr. Moore, Extra Assistant Commission’ 
Jornal. of Jorhat, complaining of his forcible detention ° 
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‘cant’s wife, on the ground that a highly placed official like the accused 
a Te posailily be guilty of an offence like that which was charged against 
him and observes as follows:—The Honorable J udges of the High Court should 
not have dismissed the case in this way, and without instituting an enquiry into 
+ All men are liable to errors and temptations. Whoever thought, before Mr. 
Parnell’s exposure in open court, that a man like him could be guilty of impro- 
er conduct with Mrs. O’Shea? ‘Their Lordships should have also considered 
that the accuser, @ poor ignorant Assamese, was in all probability terribly 
wronged, or he could not have dared to prefer a charge against a man so high- 
ly placed as Mr. Moore—a man, that is, who can grind him to atoms by the 
pressure of one of his fingers. If the Judges thought that the accused had 
brought a false charge, they ought to have proved it before the world by order- 
‘ng an enquiry into the case. Asa rule, charges against highly-place English 
officials ought, in all cases, to be carefully enquired into. It is hoped Govern- 
ment will enquire into the matter. 
9, The Sanjivani, of the 12th March, says that owing to the largeness of 
is proposed abolition of: some e aren of the Mymensingh district, it contains 
Afunsifis in. the Mymensigh dis- three munsifis in addition to the munsifis in the four 
trict. sub-divisions. And this arrangement, besides being 
attended with convenience to the people, is a source of great profit to Govern- 
ment. The writer has heard, however, that proposals have been made for the 
abolition of the three additional munsifis. As regards the Iswargun) munsifi, 
the people have strongly protested against the proposal for its abolition, and it 
ishoped that Government will listen to their representation. As regards the 
Pingna Munsifi, the writer would point out that it is situated some thirty to 
thirty-five miles from Tangail, and that its abolition would therefore entail great 
hardship on the people. And the present Lieutenant-Governor, keen-sighted as 
he is, will surely see the pecuniary loss its abolition would cause to Govern- 
ment. 
10. The Bangavdsi, of the 12th March, says that some years ago, Gopal 
: Chandra Shakhari, and two others, inhabitants of 
_ Disclosures regarding a murder the yillage of Katia, in the Satkhira sub-division 
inthe Khulna district 4 y 
of the Khulna district, were sentenced to trans- 
portation for life for the murder of one Jadu Nath Biswas, of Magura, in the 
Jessore district. But one Barada Kanta Banerji of Satkhira, has now written to 
this paper to say that one Kayem Kari, of Taltolla, in Satkhira, having been 
arrested on a charge of theft on the 17th January last, made a confession of 
all his former crimes, including the murder of Jadu Nath Biswas. The 
culprit said that the men who were transported were quite innocent of the 
murder of Jadu Nath, and were in no way implicated in it. Of course, Govern- 
ment will, without loss of time, enquire into the truth of the disclosure, and, if 
it finds sufficient ground to believe inits correctness, will release the transported 
men as soon as possible. But who will pay them the damage which they may 
claim after their release ? 


11. The same paper has the following :— 
The Bengal Government’s order Pap 8 


shaah tha Grin) of neleninal conn The despatch with which hdkims can 
clear their files is, in the opinion of Government, 

‘the sole measure of their ability and efficiency; and upon that despatch depends 
their prospect of promotion in the service. ‘This rule had been hitherto enforced 
in the administration of civil justice, and Sir Charles Elliott has now applied 
it to the criminal branch also, by ordering that want of time should on no 
account be pleaded as a ground fer postponing criminal cases. The writer can- 
hot exactly say how the administration of criminal justice will go on after 
this order, but the following case, which occurred before its promulgation, 
should show that it will fare very badly now. A theft case was being once 
tried by the Deputy Magistrate of Pabna. The case was not concluded in one 
day. On the morning of the second day, the Deputy Magistrate, on coming 
luto court, saw both the parties represented by able pleaders. _He looked 
sad, and said, addressing the pleaders, ‘ Babus, you should not occupy much 
of the court’s time to-day. Yesterday, I was sharply reprimanded by the 
lagistrate for having taken so long to try this case, which, according to him, 

8 ould not take more than two hours. I see you have yet ten or twelve wit 
nesses to examine. It is impossible for me to take down the depositions of all 
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the witnesses, and try the case properly. I must, therefore, either resign 5, 
stop trying the case.” The Deputy Magistrate in question was a candid map 
i he therefore said this. And if all the Hakims were candid like him, the 
writer should not be surprised to hear all or most of them say as this gentleman 
did. This was the state of things before the Bengal Government’s order 
alluded to above, and it must be easy to guess how criminal justice wil] be 
administered after it. The Lieutenant-Governor has not acted wisely in passing 
the order. 
SaMVAD PRABHAKAR, 12. The Samvdd Prabhikar , of the 17th March, says that already severa] 
March 17th, 1892, Small Cause Courts have been abolished, with a view 
Proposal forthe abolition of the to retrenchment of expenditure, and now it is pro. 
remaining Sinall Cause Couris, —__psoed to abolish the remaining Small Cause Courts 
in the province. 
With what enthusiasm were the Small Cause Courts established by Sir 
Henry Maine! And why are they going to be abolished so soon? The 
retrenchment policy has made Government blind to the interests of its subjects, 
It was said at the time of the creation of these courts that they were established 
with the object of facilitating the recovery by mahajuns of their dues. But 
Government has apparently forgotten what it had itself said. 


(a )— Education. 


r t 
Navarcaa, ahs Dit Cdn Meni 13. The Navayuga, of the 10th March, has the 
March 10th, 1892. dar and the Higher Training following :— 


oe Laying aside the New Dispensation and neg- 
lecting the commands of his Acharya, Babu Pratap Chandra Mazumdar is now 
travelling from place to place with the object of giving effect to Mr. Risley’s 
proposal in connection with the Higher Training Assooiation. He has succeed: 
ed in establishing three branch associations at Berhampore, Bankipore and 
Bhagalpur, respectively. Thus, it seems that arrangements are being made to 
improve the morality of the students all over the country. Mr. Mazumdar will 
probably get a monthly salary from Government for his trouble. 
Navayuaa., 14. The same paper sees nothing new in the Englishman newspapers 
Babu R. C. Dutt’s History of attempt to get Mr. R. C. Dutt’s History of India 
India. removed from the list of text-books for the 
Entrance Examination. That paper has always been opposed to the spread 
of native influence and prestige. And, in the present instance, an addi- 
tional motive for injuring native prestige has been furnished by the pecuniary 
loss sustained by some English book-sellers in consequence of the University’s 
selection of Mr. Dutt’s book. The two charges which that paper has brought 
against Mr. R. C. Dutt’s book, namely, jirst, that it contains references to Hindu 
and Musssulman superstition and bigotry: secondly, that it is written in ‘ Babu 
English,’ are absolutely without any foundation. As regards the first charge, 
it is a mistake to suppose that a man writing about the religious and social cus- 
toms of a people should necessarily agree with them in his views regarding 
their religion or their customs. As regards the charge of ‘ Babu English’, the 
Englishman may prefer it, but many competent English judges have borne testi- 
mony to Mr. Dutt’s English scholarship. 
eee 15. The Banganivdst, of the 11th March, says that there was little cause 
March 11th, 1892. for fear or anxiety so long as the Young Men‘ 
Higher Training Movement was used by the re 
formers only for the purpose of flooding the country with speeches, But there 
has been a real cause for anxiety in connection with the Movement since it has 
been joined by Christian missionaries. Lately, a missionary of the name of 
Mr. Whitehead delivered a lecture to the boys for their moral edification, 2 
which he expressed himself as being of opinion that nothing could be done ut 
the superstitious and Shastra-professing Hindus and Muhammadans had beet 
regenerated. And in the heat of the moment Mr. Whitehead betrayed himself 
into making this statement: ‘I do not despair for the future, because I know 
that a Saviour is at hand in the person of Jesus Christ.” Here, the cat is % 
last out of the bag. Is the Higher Training movement then intended to facili- 
tate the spread of Christianity in India? How else could Mr. Whitehead dare 
to preach Christianity under the pretext of imparting moral education to thé 


The Higher Training movement. 
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If this be the object of Government in inaugurating the movement, 
ey pee be said that it has committed a great blunder, The writer is of 
opinion that the movement will do the country a deal of mischief, but no good. 
He therefore, warns all Hindu and Muhammadan guardians. 

The price of the Bengali En- 16. The Bangavdst, of the 12th March has the 
trance Course. : followin oo 


There are many dark spots in the name of the Calcutta University, but 
none is darker than its trade in book-selling. The Bengali Entrance Course 1s 
a book consisting of 140 pages of printed matter, and one is at a loss to under- 
stand why it has been priced so high as Re. 1-8. The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor himself has thrown out hints to writers of Bengali books to price their 
works at the rate of 6 pies per form; and it is well-known that the University 
Boards of Studies themselves often recommend to authors a lessening of the 

vices of their books. But the University authorities seem neither bound to 
accept the hint thrown out by the Lieutenant-Governor, nor disposed to carry 
out in regard to their own publications the principle which they desire to be 
followed in the case of non-University publications. 

17. Referring to the Moral Philosophy questions set at the last B. A. 

The B. A. Examiuation ques» Examination, the Sanyivant of the 12th March says 
tious. that even the Syndicate of the Calcutta University 
are loth to believe that there was resemblance between the questions actually 
set, and those published in the Sanjivani. But why are they so unwilling to 
believe this? The way in which the questions transpired is very curious, and 
it is quite inexpucable why the authorities are so indifferent in the matter of 
making an enquiry. Does the fear that some big European professors may be 
found implicated in the matter make the Syndicate so indifferent? ‘T'he Vice- 
Chancellor is anxious to improve the morality of school-boys; but will not the 
example of professors telling examination questions to the pupils beforehand 
have a very demoralising influence on the student community? ‘The other day 
the European members of the Senate were extremely offended with the Patna 
candidates for the stealing of the Entrance questions; but why are they silent 
now? Why do they not exert themselves now to find out the thieves who 
stole the Moral Philosophy questions? Is it because they fear that in digging 
fora snail, they will unearth a serpent? If the University authorities do not 
enquire into the new scandal, the writer will himself divulge all the secrets 
in his possession. And it will be then impossible for the European members 
of the Senate to conceal the faults of their countrymen. 

18. Pursuant to the notification recently issued by the Director of Public 
Instruction, inviting public criticism on the autho- 
rised list of text-books, the same paper points 
out errors in Babu Rajanikanta Gupta’s Nithipatha. 

19. The same paper has learnt that a Jdtra party, consisting entirely of 

females and a party of Aer have made 
their appearance in Sirajganj, in the Pabna district, 
and every evening large numbers of people, not 
excepting school-boys, are found frequenting the quarter where they have put 
up. Indeed, the immorality of the school-boys has become quite intolerable. 
And the so-called respectable people of the place are themselves setting 
examples of immorality. 

20. The Prakriti, of the 12th March, says that for some years past Govern- 
ment has been curtailing its expenditure on educa- 
tion. This has injuriously affected many schools 
and colleges. And an order has been recently 
passed stopping the grants to the Government schools at Muzaffarpur, Arrah, 
and Monghyr. The writer cannot approve of retrenchment of this kind. 
There are fitter spheres of retrenchment, but Government makes no retrench- 
ment there. How large the sums the annual exodus to the hills alone costs ! 

21. The Dainik o-Samachar Chandrikd, of the 15th March, takes exception 

oa nak to the portion of Mr. R. C. Dutt’s History of India, 
Indi © Dutt’s History of which deals with the Hindu period. The whole of 

| the first two chapters and portions of the third 
chapter should be omitted. This omission has become necessary in considera- 
tion of the fact that the chapters in question contain controvertible matter, and 
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matter which might wound Hindu feeling and belief. It is hoped that Mr. Dutt 
will accept the writer’s suggestion. But if he does not, it should be the duty of 
the University authorities to exclude the first three chapters from the curriculum 
of the Entrance Examination. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. The Sahayogi, of the 5th March, complains of the indiscretion cf 
the Barisél Municipality in closing the mouth of 
the Bhatar Khal for re-excavation in the present 
season of cholera, scarcity of water, and intense heat. Ifthe mouth of the 
canal remains long closed, bad results will be produced. 
23. Inan article entitled “Sir Charles Elliott is rather overdoing him- 
self,” the Sahachar, of the 9th March, says that the 
PY ce oo gating the address presented to the Lieutenant-Governor by the 
ee Puri Municipality, and His Honour’s reply to it, 
have given rise to various comments. Sir Charles Elliott has framed a Bill on 
the lines of the Punjab Municipal Act with the object of amending the Bengal 
Municipal Law. The object of this Billis to mvest District Magistrates with 
the powers which are now exercised by Municipal Commissioners. Mr. Risley’s 
attack on the Municipal Commissioners in the course of the Bill is unjust and 
improper. The hands and feet of the Commissioners are tied, and yet they are 
rebuked for not being able torun. The Sanitary Commissioner often taxes the 
Commissioners for not doing this and that, forgetting that they require much 
money to carry out schemes of sanitary improvement, and that the count 
being poor, the Commissioners cannot procure the necessary funds. The | 
Municipality of Baraset is frequentiy asked to construct drains, the want of 
which is said to be the cause of the malaria prevailing there. But when the 
Commissioners point out that the silting up of the rivers Laui and Sunti has 
caused obstructions to drainage, and that it is necessary for Government to re- 
excavate these two streams, the Sanitary Commissioner remains silent. Jn the 
same way, what can the Puri Municipality do? Puri isa celebrated place of 
ilgrimage to which pilgrims from all parts of India resort, and does the 
lisohennes Cleveuies expect that the people of Puri should provide for the 
health and convenience of all these pilgrims? Isit not a fact that they are 
paying taxes only for local improvement? The wants to which the Lieutenant- 
Governor alluded, viz., want of good food, want of good drinking-water, and 
want of good accommodation for pilgrims, are real, but what can the muni- 
cipality of Puri do in the matter? If the municipality is held responsible for 
the health and convenience of the pilgrims, surely Government ought to 
empower it to levy a tax on the latter. In Calcutta, the Port Commissioners are 
doing much for the convenience of the ships visiting the port. But do they not 
levy a rate on the owners of ships in order to find money for their schemes of 
improvement? The powers of the Puri Municipality are very limited, and they 
have been rebuked for not doing what they have not the power to do. The 
investing of Magistrates with unlimited powers is looked upon by lovers of 
absolute power as a sort of Holloway’s pill which should be resorted to in all cases 
of difficulty. And will this policy be attempted in the present case? It should 
be remembered, however, that this is a policy which is proving itself obsolete 
in civilised countries. ‘The address which the Commissioners of the Puri Muni- 
cipality presented to the Lieutenant-Governor was full of His Honour’s praise. 
But that was of course no reason why in his reply the Lieutenant-Governor too 
should have spoken of the Commissioners only in terms of praise. It was his 
duty to point out their shortcomings. But His Honour’s remarks in reply to 
the address seemed prompted by his desire to get his new Bill approved. Sir 
Charles Elliott has hitherto conducted himself well. But he should bear 2 
mind that constant faultfinding and a distrust of the people of the country are 
not the best means of achieving administrative success. His Honour will have 


to take the people along with him, and, if they be backward, it will not do to 
push them forward. 


The Baris4&] Municipality. 


24. The Banganivasi, of the 11th March, has the 
following :— 


_ We are in favour of Local Self-Government. We 
wish to see the system improved in this country, because we expect to receive 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s treat- 
ment of the Puri Municipality. 
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litical education from it. But it must not therefore be supposed that we 
rT nxious to have the privilege of Local Self-Government under any terms, 
sre ss remonstrances, insults, &c. We are not prepared to as with our self- 
cae and independence in order to acquire the privilege. hen Lord Ripon 
| aferred on us the privilege, His Excellency assured us that the officials would 
it interfere With our independence, but would only stand at a distance exercis- 
supervision over our work. Ii, that 1s, we made any slip anywhere, or failed 
© nderstand anything, the officials would come in and set us right or explain to 
', our difficulties in a friendly spirit. It is only because we have received this 
syrance that we prize the privilege and have been anxious to see improvements 
, the system. ; ae 
"hale the last ten years that Local Self-Government has been in operation 
:. this province, it has done much good, so muchso that the success of the system 
to Sir Steuart Bayley to express a wish to extend its scope and confer 
rreater privileges on the people. We were rejoiced to hear o Sir Steuart’s 
proposal. And Sir Charles Elliott’s proposal has therefore plunged us in sorrow. 
The public have already been told that Sir Charles Elliott proposes to throw 
obstacles in the way 0 the improvement of Local Self-Government in this 
province. It was at first thought that if matters were clearly explained to His 
onour, he would desist from his purpose; but this hope has been frustrated. 
¢'. (harles has indeed taken his resolve for narrowing the scope of Local Self- 
Government. His reply to the Puri Municipal address has quite disappoimted 
the public. The writer knows of no other Lieutenant-Governor who ever 
rebuked a Municipality in the manner in which Sir Charles Elliott has rebuked 
the Puri Corporation. In replying to the Puri address, Sir Charles Elliott killed 
two birds with one stone. That is to say, he rebuked the Municipal Commis- 
soners of Puri, and he snubbed the opponents of the proposed amendment of 
the Bengal Municipal Act. But it was perfectly unnecessary for His Honour to 
take all this trouble. When the enactment and repeal of laws lie in their own 
hands, when their very minutes and resolutions answer the purpose of codified 
laws, the writer fails to see what necessity the rulers have to thus insult gentle- 
men who are not paid servants of Government, but have offered their services 
to the public gratis. People will not speak well of Sir Charles Elliott after this 
occurrence; and it is doubtful if, after witnessing such treatment, respectable 
people will agree to take upon themselves the thankless task of serving as 
Municipal Commissioners. As regards the Puri Commissioners, it is clear that, 
if they have any sense of self-respect, they ought to resign at once; and the 
incident ought to open the eyes of all other Municipulities. 

In conclusion, we will say something regarding Sir Charles Elliott’s 
apparent belief that Municipalities work better under official than under non- 
oficial Chairmanship. If Sir Charles’s had been the correct idea, then 
Calcutta, with its official Municipal Chairman, would have been b this time 
a veritable Garden of Eden. Is there any Municipality in India, older, richer 
and in the enjoyment of greater privileges in the matter of contracting loans 
than the Calcutta Municipality? But is not Calcutta still styled an “ African 
aly”? Are not localities like Barabazar, J orasanko, Ahiritola and Garanhata 
- Calcutta still full of filth and stench? And the Chairman of the Calcutta 
lunicipality is not only an officer of Government, but he has no other duties 
ri attend to except those appertaining to his Chairmanship. Why then are 
here still in Calcutta places which are veritable hells? And when matters 
manipel are in this plight in Calcutta itself, how poorly must they fare in the 
i peeve ar er having for their Chairmen the District Magistrates, who 
ip u itude of other duties to attend to besides municipal work? What- 
vr “overnment’s oe may be, it must be said that non-official Chairmen 

€much more useful than official Chairmen. We cannot of course contradict 


What the Lieutenant-Governor pleases to say in pe a3 of his amendment of 


= municipal law. But His Honour, on his ‘ory should not have snubbed the 

qeepents of the amendment, considering that it was quite superfluous to do 

el making or unmaking of a law depending entirely on the will and free 
o1ce of Government. 

A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 12th March, complains of 

The Howrah Municipality imperfect lighting arrangement in the Howrah 

: Municipality. Many of the principal thoroughfares 
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within that Municipality are not lighted, and some of them are ip & state 
disrepair and the watering of the streets has been discontinued. . 
26. The Bangavast, of the 12th March, says that it has often drawy th 
Oppression in the management attention of the authorities to the oppressions whic 
of cattle-pounds. are committed under the Cattle-trespass Act 
dishonest persons taking away people’s cattle to the pounds in the ho ; 
receiving rewards from the pound-keepers. But the evil is as prevalent now aa; 
was when the pounds were managed by Government itself. Sir Charles Ellics 
is an energetic officer, and will he not be able to check the evil? 

27. The same paper has heard complaints about scarcity of wate, in 

Water scarcity in a village near Ganthi, Dum-Dum, 24- Parganas. There ig On! 
Dum-Dum. one tank in the village the water of which is ding 
able, but it is drying up for want of rain. Some time ago the District Bogn| 
offered to dig tanks in this and the adjoining villages on the condition that the 
villagers gave the land required for the purpose free of cost. The villagers hay. 
come forward with their land, but the District Board now seems indifferent ;, 
the matter. 

28. The Gramvast, of the 14th March, says that the people of Howrah ap 
suffering very much from scarcity of water. 
A short time ago Government exempted th 
Howrah Municipality from the payment of the police grant in order to enabj 
it to save money for water-works. But no step has yet been taken to cop. 
struct these works. If the municipality is in need of money, it should give w 
the Howrah school and spend the saving thus effected in supplying Hownh 
with filtered water. As there are good schools like the Ripon School and th 
Sibpur School within the Municipality, there is no longer any necessity of its 
maintaining another school at a cost of Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 6,000 a year. Goven- 
ment is asked to draw the attention of the Municipality to the matter. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


29. The Navayuga, of the 10th March, says that the Lieutenant-Governor 
A permanent settlement of the acted very properly by refusing to accede to the 
land. prayer for a permanent settlement of the land in 
Orissa, expressed in the address presented to His Honour at Balasore, Under 
a permanent settlement every advantage is on the side of the zamindar, and itis 
therefore an arrangement which cannot benefit all classes of people. In the 
opinion of the writer, if a wholesale abolition of the permanent settlement is not 
possible in Bengal, its provisions should at least be modified, such modification 
being required in the interest of the people. 
30. The Saraswat Patra, of the 12th March, says that from the Lieutenant. 
The question of the cadastral Governor’s reply to the representation of the Britis 
survey. Indian Association on the cadastral survey, 1t 8 
clear that Government has taken its resolution in the matter and will not allow 
itself to be swerved from it. Protests will therefore do no good, and may, 
the contrary, do harm. The writer will therefore advise both zamindars and 
raiyats not to oppose the survey, but to try to minimise its attendant evils, 
But, speaking for himself, the writer must say that Government would have done 
well if it postponed the survey for some time in deference to the protests of the 
public, thus allowing them time to ponder over the measure and to get recot: 
ciled to it. 
31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 14th March, says that the pros 
The question of the cadastral pects of the crops this year are like those of 1873. 
survey. A famine like that of 1874 may visit the country. 
The Viccroy ought to take measures against the contingency. It need hardly 
be said that the proposed cadastral survey ought to be put off. The _ 
Zamindars’ Association has made a petition to Government to that effect. Wi 
the Viceroy, like His Honour, insist on the survey ? Will His Excellency §"° 
pain to thousands of zamindars by rejecting their petition ? 


Water-works for Howrah. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


32. The Banga Vidya Prakashika, of the 12th March, complains of the 
Bad platforms at the Seoraphuli low platforms in the Seoraphuli and Bhadrerr 
aud Bhadreswar stations. stations on the East Indian Railway, and says 


a . atemae 
«female passenger narrowly escaped death at the Seoraphuli station in 


alighting upon the platform. 
tO the matter. 


ee ee 
The other 


source of danger, especially to female passengers. 
The attention of the railway authorities is drawn 


33 A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 12th March, says that last 
4 in the Ulubaria sub- Year a gentleman of Khalar, in the Ulubaria sub- 
svision of the Howrah district. division of the Howrah district, applied to the 
authorities for the repair of the road from Khalar Panchanantola to Bateman’s 
Bund vid Hetampur-Durlabhpur. The application was not granted for want of 
‘nds. ‘The road in question becomes impassable during the rainy season, and. 
the villagers ought to apply to the Chairman of the District Board in the 
matter. ‘lhe repair of the road should be undertaken without delay. 


: (h)— General. 
94, Referring to the question of Ananda Chandra Roy’s costs, the 
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March 12th, 1892. 


SaHAYOGI, 


The costs of Ananda Chandra Sahayog?, of the 5th March, remarks that it 1s March 5th, 1892. 


Roy's defence. enough that the Babu has managed to save his 
reputation ; he should make no claim or demand. 

35. The Navayuga, of the 10th March, publishes a letter signed by Babus 
Satya Charan Sen Gupta, Akshar Kumar Sen Gupta, 
Panchanan Sen Gupta, Girindra Nath Ghatak, 
Sarat Chandra Banerji, Bidhu Bhusan Sen Gupta, 


A postal complaint from the 
district of Nadia. 


ond Behari Lal Chandra, of Haripur and Santipur, in the district of Nadia, pro- 


testing against the removal to Baganchra of the post office which has hitherto been 
located at Haripur. Originally, the post office was at Baganchra, but as its income 
was then very small, it was removed to Haripur, and it has been again taken to 
Baganchra. But it will make a larger income at Haripur than at Baganchra. 
‘hisean be ascertained by requiring the post-master of Baganchra to keep an 
account of the letters, &c., which are daily issued by the post office there. But 
if after all, the removal of the post office to Haripur is considered undesirable, an 
additional post peon should be appointed to distribute letters at Sutragar and 
Haripur. 
36. The Sanjivant, of the 12th March, says that the removal of the Nil- 
. phamari post office in the Rangpur district from the 
complaint from house of Kalidas Banerji, which was a convenient 
position for it, to one corner of the old jail building, 
has caused great public inconvenience. Nor is it clear how the post office itself 
will profit by this removal, considering that it will not have the jail buildin 
free of rent. The attention of the Postal Superintendent is invited to the 
matter. 
37. The same paper says that, owing to the reduction of the rate of com- 
| mission paid by Government to vendors of stamps, 
the latter often exact illegal prices from purchasers. 
The other day, a European gentleman of Saidpur, who wanted to buy an eight- 
anna stamp paper, was told by the vendor that he must pay more than eight 
annas for it. The matter was brought to the notice of the Deputy Magistrate 
of Nilphamari, and the vendor prosecuted, and convicted under the Stamp Act. 
But the evil will not be remedied until Government increases the rate of 
commission. 
J8. ‘lhe Dacca Gazette, of the 14th March, says that, in order to comply 
with the order of the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
poorer clerks in Dacca have made themselves’ suits 
Of office clothes of long-cloth dyed black, thus furnishing another verification 
of the saying that necessity is the mother of invention. It is hoped that poorer 
clerks in other places will follow the example of the Dacca clerks, in order to 
‘tve their hard-earned money. __ 
39. The Gramvasi, of the 14th March, says that people are very much 
dissatisfied with the peon of the post-office at 
Bagnan in the Ulubaria sub-division of the Howrah 
. district. They applied against him to the Post- 
fet ceneral, and it is said that an order for his transfer has been passed. 
‘0, Why is he still at Bagnan ? 
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The Dress Circular in Dacca. 
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IIJ—LEGISsLATIVE. 


40. The Sahayogi, of the 5th March, says that the determinatioy 
Government to destroy the glory of Self-goye of 
ment by excluding natives from the office of Mun: 
cipal Chairman is due to the shameful and rancoron, 
party spirit that has been shown during the last three years by the Munic; rf 
Commissioners of Dacca. Many of these Commissioners are men of no 8. 
and they secured votes by distributing sweetmeats. It became, therefore. eas 
for the pleaders who were elected as Municipal Commissioners to establish 
complete ascendency in the Municipal Committee. The Commissioners, short) 
after the first election, gave occasion for a great clamour by proposing x 
enhancement of the municipal rates. One of the Pleader-Commissioners of 4}. 
Municipality was completely won over by the Armenian Municipal Secretary 
41. The Chdéruvdrtd, of the 7th March, says that there may be a few good 
points in the Bengal Municipal Act Amendmey 
Bill, but the principle of the Bill is to undernin 
the system of Local Self-government in this py. 
vince. No one should, therefore, keep himself silent at this moment. Prot 
meetings ought to be held everywhere. 

It appears that Government anticipated a strong protest against the measure, 
And for that reason, or, it may be, for some other reason, has not placed 
the Bill before the public for opinion. The draft Bill has only been circulated 
among the Chairmen of Municipalities. ‘The Chairmen are not in all cases non. 
official, and a severe criticism of the Bill cannot be expected from official 
Chairmen. The public ought to protest against the Bill, even if not asked to 
give their opinion. 

Government has all along expressed satisfaction with the working of the 
mufassal municipalities. Why, then, should it suddenly attempt to bring thos 
municipalities under greater official control? It cannot, of course, be denied 
that there have been differences among the Commissioners, and negligence in 
the performance of duty in certain municipalities, but a law was not certainly 
required to correct these things. Lord Ripon meant his small measure of Local 
Self-government to serve the purpose of the people’s political education; but, in 
other hands, the boon has been converted into a severe test, through which 
the people must pass, in order to prove their fitness for the privilege. And itis 
not to be expected that the Indians, deprived as they have been of Sel- 
government for centuries, will pass the test without making a slip or an error. 

The Biil, as it stands, will fail to win people’s approbation. And can that 
which does not win the heart be the means of their political education? The 
writer is far from saying that, after the Bill is passed, all mufassal municipalities 
will be abolished for want of popular support. But the municipalities wil 

certainly come under Gevernment control, and will have to work under 
Government control. This is the first amendment of the municipal law, and 
when it comes to be again amended, the very name of Local Self-governmen! 
will perhaps disappear from the country. 

42, The Sahachar, of the 9th March, asks his countrymen to give a ‘nil 


ae ee ane ta to Lord Cross’s Indian Councils Bill. The writer 
must say that the remedy proposed by His Lord- 
ship is not the right remedy for the disease which is intended to be cured by 1; 
but he is nevertheless prepared to give it a trial. It is true that, even after 
the passing of the new law, Government will appoint the additional members 
of Councils by nomination. But the writer has still hopes that, in appoimtng 
them, Government will not wholly ignore the wishes of the native and the 
European community. Steps will also have to be taken to induce the nomi 

members to act in accordance with the wishes of the people. It is, of cours, 
useless to expect that men like Raja Siva Prasad, Sir Syed Ahmed, and the 
Raja of Bhinga will act in deference to public opinion. But who shall say that 
men like the Maharaja of Darbhanga, Mr. Justice Amir Ali, Sir Rom 

Chandra Mittra, &c., will make the gratification of the officials their prima 

object in accepting seats in the Legislative Council? Anglo-Indian newspapers 
do not attach any importance to Lord Cross’s Bill, and the Indian Datly News 
says that the Bill will be of no use. The writer is also of the same opinion, but 


The Bill to amend the Bengal 
Municipal Act. 


The proposed amendment of the 
Bengal Municipal Act. 
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he is still for giving the new law a trial. For when, after a few years’ trial, the 
.e is st 


law will be found to have been a failure, it will be difficult for Government to 


nd for elective Legislative Councils. 
— caaerggp need ook of 73, The Sanjivani, of the 12th March, has the 
ms Bengal Municipal Act. following :— 

India is governed according to the will of its rulers. The Indians have no 
he administration of their own country. The rulers willed that India 
Local Self-government, and India got Local Self-government, And 
f the rulers change their mind, Local Self-government will be cut up, root and 
branch, in a single day. People are therefore enquiring whether Sir Charles 
Elliott. is a friend or foe of Local Self-government. If Sir Charles be an 
enemy of Local Self-government, then, instead of expecting an expansion of 
their privileges, the people of these provinces should hold themselves ready to 

art with even the few privileges they now enjoy. The proposed amendment 
of the Bengal Municipal Act has therefore caused a consternation among the 
people of Bengal, Bihdér and Orissa. Sir Charles Elhott, however, professes 

be a friend of Local Self-government. But lately, in his reply to the Puri 


to : . 
Municipal address, His Honour reprimanded the Commissioners, and gravely 


insulted them. His Honour said:— 


“T see that an agitation is being got up against it (the amended Municipal Biil,) and 
people are saying that I am aiming a blow at Local Self-government, and instituting a 
retrograde measure. ‘his is a complete mistake, and the working of the municipal law in Puri 
isa good example of the benefit which my proposed amendment will do. When this amend- 
ment has been passed, Government will have the power to order any municipality to be placed 
‘nthe secend schedule, and will then be able to order the Chairman to be a Government 
official, and to see that work is properly carried out. It would, however, be pleasanter and 
more satisfactory if you yourselves were to move in this direction, and ask your present 
Chairman to resign, and take care to appoint in his place an official who is trained in sanitary 
matters, and is strong enough to not only give the necessary orders, but to see also that they 
are efficiently carried out. Such an official will be found in your Civil Surgeon, who is 
naturally designated as the most suitable Chairman of such a municipality as this. I have no 
present intention of putting the power vested in Government under the old Act into force 
by suspending the municipality, but as soon as the new Act has been passed, I mean to 
appoint an official Chairman, but if you choose to do so, you have the power to forestall my 
intention in the manner I have just suggested.” 

Under the existing law Government has the right of suspending any 
Municipality if it fails in its duties, put under the proposed law, Government 
will, at any moment, have the right of including the name of any Municipality 
in the second schedule, and appointing an official Chairman to it. It is better 
that a Municipality should be altogether abolished for failing to do its dut 
than that it should on any account be insulted by Government. Under the 
proposed law, the Magistrate shall have power, on the slightest pretexts, to 
deprive Municipalities of their independence. c 

Jf the Lieutenant-Governor has found the Puri Municipality wanting, 
His Honour should replace its present Commissioners by more efficient men; 
but he should on no account deprive an important town like Puri of the 
privilege of Local Self-government. The writer has not yet heard both sides 
of the case, but it would appear from the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech that 
the Puri Municipality neglected its duties. The Municipality has been found 
fault with for the existence of filthy drains and tanks within’ its jurisdiction. 
But as regards filthy tanks and drains, has the condition of Puri been any better 
a any time during the last fifty years, not excepting the period when the 
Municipal administration of the town was in the hands of Government officials ? 

Certainly the present Municipality ought not to have been taken to task, and 
insulted for it. Nor does the writer quite see how the Municipality can be 
blamed for the filthy condition of the tanks, The tanks of Puri are held in 
great veneration by the people, and if any attempt is made to re-excavate 
them, a howl will be raise complaining of interference with religion. Govern- 
ment itself cannot risk such an interference with the religious feelings of the 
people, and the Lieutenant-Governor should not certainly expect a Municipality 
to undertake the risk. 

It is clear from the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech that His Honour will 
hurry the Bill through the Council. And immediately it is enacted, His Honour 
will deprive certain Municipalities of their right of electing their own Chairmen. 

r Charles Elliott is not certainly acting in this matter as a friend of the 
People. His Honour has been dissatisfied with the working of some Munici- 
palities, and is therefore determined to appoint official Chairmen to those 
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Municipalities. But His Honour ought to ascertain whether their working has 
not on the whole been more satisfactory than when they were under full official 
control. If His Honour takes the trouble of ascertaining this, he will not fe¢) 
the desire he now cherishes to lay the are at the root of Local Self-government 


, 44, The Saraswat Patra, of the 12th March 
The working of the Arms Act. oe following oe 


Ever since the passing of the Arms Act, the natives of this country have 
been complaining to iinet of its rigour. But it can hardly be said that 
the authorities have been indifferent to tlie representations of the people on 
this score. Lately, the Government of India has been pleased to direct its atten. 
tion to the subject, and has made a slight relaxation of the Act. The writer jg 
glad at this action of Government, which is gradually mitigating the rigour of 
the Act in precisely the form which the public have demanded. 

It is true that the relaxation now made will not enable the great mass of 
people to keep fire-arms without licenses, but it will enable certain sections 
of the native community to keep fire-arms without license, with a view to the 
protection of their lives and property. The privilege conferred by the new ruleis 
no doubt very small, but 1t cannot be denied that it will do the native community 
some good. And if, in course of time, Government sees that no abuse has been 
made of the small privilege now conferred, it may be hoped that it will see its 
way to a still further relaxation of the rigours of the Arms Act. 

45, The Dainik-o-Samachur Chandrika, of the 18th March, says that the 

KM. uu ‘ta Lieutenant-Governor wishes to extend the power 
hoes me "exercised by him under the Bengal Municipal Act, 
There are protests on all sides against the amended 
Municipal Bill. There has been, for instance, a large protest meeting at 
Krishnagar. But protest will be of no avail against the inexorable determination 
of Sir Charles Elliott. It is clear that he who can make light of the protest of 
the whole zamindar community against the proposed cadastral survey will pay 
no heed to protests made by other men. Many of his actions show that Sir 
Charles is not at all anxious to please his subjects, 
46. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 17th March, has the follov- 
ss ail i ing on the working of the Factories Act :— 
ee ee The Act is injuring the interest of precisely 
that class of people for whose benefit it is intended. 
I‘actory owners are at liberty to appoint and dismiss their employés, and no law 
restraining their liberty in this respect is possible, Such being the case, con- 
siderations of self-interest are leading these men to dismiss women and _ boys 
from their ag bre This dismissal of women and boys is leading to 
serious results in places when there are factories. Mr. Cooper, Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab, has 
distinctly said that the new law is injuring the labouring classes of India. 
He has illustrated his meaning by an example. A man and his family, includ- 
ing his son, his son’s wife and three grandchildren, worked at a factory, earned 
Rs. 50 a month, and lived in comfort. After the passing of the new Act, the 
factory owner has dismissed his son’s wife and three grandchildren, and his 
monthly income has been reduced by Rs. 17, and he is therefore in great 
difficulty in the matter of maintaiing his family. Incidents like this are 
happening everywhere in India, and will continue to happen if the new Act 
remains in force. Thus, it is clear that this law is injuring the very class for 
whose benefit it is supposed to have been passed. This mischief is the outcome 
of English philanthropy. 

The writer is of course aware that the Government of India has passed this 
law against its wish, and by order of the Home Government. It should, however, 
have been its duty to persist to the last in its refusal to carry out the order of 
the Home Government and to take the result of such refusal. The Mimstry 
in England must of necessity be more careful in their dealings with the 
Government of India, if every Governor-General, before coming out to 
country, gives them to understand that he will not knowingly render them 4BY 
help in doing things which will be likely to prove injurious to India. He 

The writer knows well how great and pressing the exigencies of English 
party politics are, and that it would be difficult to secure votes without satisfy- 
ing the factory interest in England. But cannot these English factory-owne® 


be pout to their senses by the Ministry taking up‘a firm attitude in regard 
to them : | 
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le in England are not factory owners, and there are among 

pata who ars seally virtuous and righteous. And if the Ministry only 
ree ine not to do any wrong knowingly, it ought not to be so very hard for 
 o refrain from wrong doing. If they only remain firm, the selfish English 
cee will be compelled to give up their cant of false philanthropy. If the 
ri ie ; remain firm and make up their minds to do good to India, the Ministry 
i st 8 become more careful about their dealings with India. And what- 
ne the result, it should certainly be the duty of Governors-General to remain 
he ‘1 their resolution to do good to India. English philanthropy will then be 
con to do so much harm to India. If Lord Lansdowne had remained firm 
‘hroughout, laws like the Factories Act and the Consent Act could not have been 


passed. | 
V.—ProsPEcrs OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


47. The Banganivast, of the 11th March, cannot say what steps Govern- 

| ment is taking to alleviate the widespread distress 
ficial papers relating to the qdye to scarcity. The ignorance of the native press 
ee in such matters arises from its not being supplied 
with official papers like the Anglo-Indian press. This is the reason the native 
ress forms misconceptions regarding Government’s actions and intentions, 
misconceptions which are often the cause of an unjust vilification of the 


Government. 


VJ.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


48. The Sahayogi, of the 5th March, publishes a letter from a correspon- 
dent, who says that he saw a prostitute drive in an 
open carriage through the streets of Barisal in the 
company of several men, and drink wine as she drove. ‘The writer has written 
several times about such shameless and indecent conduct by prostitutes. Under 
Nandakristo Babu the prostitutes were kept in check. The writer asks 
Mr. Savage and the local public to put a stop to these things. 
49, The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8th March, has the following :— 


Why are famine and scarcity happening in the 
The ancient and modern rulers of ¢oyntry with so much frequency Jnmow? So long 
men. as India was under Hindu rule, famine, scarcity 
and plague never visited the country in the form in which they do now; and 
when after long intervals they did visit, the rulers of the country felt the 
vreatest anxiety and instituted searching enquiries into their causes, for it was 
their finn belief that these visitations had their origin in their own faults and 
shortcomings. On such occasions those ancient rulers took various measures to 
protect the lives of their subjects. ‘They spent money freely, and performed 
sucrifices for propitiating the gods. ‘They regarded the life of a single subject as 
nore valuable than their own lives. But those times are now changed. The 
alministration of the country is no longer in the hands of intelligent Aryyas, 
and India of the present day is not India ruled and protected by Aryyas. So 
the laws and regulations which obtained in ancient India have Bevis? to exist 
how. The men who guide the destinies of India are not Indians; they are men 
who have come from a long distance and who profess a different religion, This 
being the case, it cannot be expected that, though civilised, well-educated and 
Just, they will be actuated by the same feelings in the matter of protecting their 
subjects as the Hindu sovereigns. The writer will not iguore the truth by 
‘dying that the present rulers of India are not anxious to secure the affection of 
their subjects, or that they do not wish to increase their happiness. But he 
lust say that the laws and regulations by which they are guided are not laws 
and regulations which are suited to this country, or which conduce to the conve- 
chee of the people, 
200. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 9th March, again complains of the havoe 
eae committed by a tiger in Arani in the Rajsnahi dis- 
dstrice  ” AT@n in the Rajshabi tyict, Lately the tiger killed a young man of about 
seventeen or eighteen years of age, and his aged 
mother. Government ought to take some step for killing the animal, which has 
ilread y destroyed about three hundred and fifty lives. 
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51. The Sahachar, of the 9th March, says that it is no doubt true 
facilitating the work of transporting pra 
one place to another, the railways are of 
in times of famine. But though grain may be brought to afflicted localities },, 
means of railways, people may be too poor to purchase it. This often hap be 
in India, outside the province of Bengal, where there is no permanent Le 
ment. ‘This proves the necessity of a permanent settlement of the land al] a 
India. Government is, however, not prepared to do it, although it is awar, i 
the extreme poverty of the people in the Khas Mehals. Another way of combg 
ing famine is to construct drainage canals all over the country, and to alloy 
agriculturists to use the water of these canals free of cost. Governmers, 
present practice of taking a tax for the use of canal water is very objectioy, 
able. Like rain water and river water, the water canals constructed by 
Government ought to be free from all taxation. As the amount of rainfall { 
decreasing year after year, drainage canals have become a necessity in the 


that hy 
In fron, 
STEAL Use 


Prevention of famine. 


country. The past rulers of India understood this, and the numerous work, 


constructed by them bear testimony to it. They too possessed armies and ¢o). 
structed forts, and they too had a fear of foreign invasion; but they considered 
it their first and foremost duty to protect the lives of their subjects. The 
Government of the present day has to reckon with two enemies more terri} 
than the Russian gun—they are malaria and famine; and it will certainly 
not be an act of barbarity or impiety to spend money for subduing these ty) 
enemies. For giving effect to these measures it has become very desirable to 
have the clective system in this country, and also an English prince as a perma. 
nent ruler of India, instead of a Governor-General appointed for five years, 

52. ‘The same paper refers to the Durbar recently held at Belvedere t 
confer sanads on the recipients of honours, and 
observes as follows :— 


The writer could not help shedding tears of joy on seeing the beauty of the 
Durbar, which was attended by men who were foremost in rank, station and 
prestige in all Bengal. The 800 Europeans present in the Durbar were dressed 
in nearly the same kind of dress, and military officers wore uniforms of various 
colours and contributed most to the spendour of thescene. A regiment of soldiers 
kept peace during the Durbar. The business of the Durbar was done without 
a hitch. 

53. The Narayuga, of the 10th March, has the following :— 


In this hot weather the Babus in Calcutta are having recourse to 4 
pte ee a ee ge hundred devices to protect themselves from the 
a. " insufferable heat. They are quenching their thirst 
with iced-water, and enjoying after dinner naps 

in cool, airy, palatial buildings. But let them think for a moment of the termible 
sufferings of their poor countrymen in the villages caused by scarcity of drinking- 
water. They are going long distances in quest of water; or, if they happen to 
live near a river, are walking over long stretches of burning sand for a jugtul of 
water from under the river’s sandy bed. Indeed, thousands of people in the 
villages are suffering teribly for scarcity of water, and are dying untimely 
deaths. And this isa state of things which reflects the greatest discredit on the 
civilised British Government. The use of foul and dirty water during the hot 


weather is the cause of the fearful outbreaks of cholera in the months of 
Baisakh and Jaisbtha. 


04. ‘lhe same paper says that the recent Durbar at Belvedere ve a grant 
affair, and the speeches which the Lieutenant: 
rae Fates oh Garrone: Governor Phe on the occasion were appro 
priate and satisfactory. Speaking of ‘Raja Gobindlal Roy, the wnter 
expresses his belief that the Raja will gradually rise in the estimation of 
Government and the people, and the words addressed to the Raja by His 
Honour have confirmed him in this view. In short, the last Durbar gave satis 
faction to all the parties concerned. 


99. ‘The Banganivast, of the 11th March, has the following :— 


We would have held silence if Dr. Pentecost had remained content with 
simply calling us liars. But we cannot leave 
unnoticed now that he has calumniated the virtuous 


~ The Durbar at Belvedere. 


Dr. Pentecost on Iudian women. 
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Arya women, the very models of chastity. According to the doctor, all Hindu . 


‘ch or poor, are unchaste, and prostitution 1s the writer considers it 
re pei to fo what the caliathenee and excellent Christian Missionary 
said without scruple or hesitation. Perhaps Dr. Pentecost’s eyes have been 
dazed by continually seeing such abominable sights, and he is therefore unable 
to see anywhere anything that is not like unto what he has so often seen. The 
virtue and chastity of Indian women are recorded in glowing characters on the 
history of the human race, and will be borne testimony to by men in all parts 
of the world. Indian women value their chastity above all a treasures, 
nay above life itself. Itis a pity India is now under English rule, and the 
Indians must therefore maintain silence even after hearing such sinful words 
from the mouth of an alien. 


-6. The Education Gazette, of the 11th March, refers to Maharaja Sir 

Jatindra Mohan Tagore’s proposal to create a fund 

The question of the Widow for the support of poor Hindu widows, and remarks 
— as follows:— 


There can be no doubt that the work of charity is a sacred one, and com- 
mendable in all cases and in all times. But there is this peculiarity in it, viz., 
that while some kinds of charity directly benefit the recipients without 
producing any indirect harm, there are others which, though directly benefiting 
recipients, result in indirect harm. To create funds for the support of old 
parents would be a of this latter order. Such funds may facilitate the 
work of supporting old parents, but they serve in some measure to divest 
the duty of supporting old parents of its moral and religious character. India 
is a poor country, and so the joint-family system is of great benefit here to the 
poor, to the widowed, to all in fact who cannot earn their living; and the 
more this system is consolidated the better for the country. But if the practice 
of establishing funds like the one proposed by the Maharaja, for the support of 
widows, &c., gains ground, some members of the class or classes‘of people for 
whom the funds are intended may be benefited, but its indirect consequence will 
beto injure the joint-family system under which widows and other helpless 
relations are sufficiently cared for. 


57. The bangavasi, of the 12th March, has the following :— 


By “Surendra Nath” is to be understood the leader of the Babus of the 
present day—that “patriotic” Surendra Nath of 


“Surendra Nath’s mistake.” , . 
Coe ours. And Babu Surendra Nath is making a mis- 


EDUCATION GAZETTE, 
March 11th, 1892. 


BaNGaVaslI, 
March 12th, 1892. 


take. In the Babu community, and especially in the boy community, Surendra | 


Nath is now a big man; and surely it is a dreadful thing to say that Surendra 
Nath is making a mistake. But the truth must be told—-there is no help for 
it, It is our good fortune (the Babus, of course, will say it is our misfortune) 
that his eloquent speeches and theatrical attitudes have not been able to induce 
us to accept his mistaken idea. 

Surendra Nath is a man who says a good many things. For great, indeed, 
he is in his profession. It is not possible to point out all his mistakes in one 
day, nor is it necessary to do so. We shall now deal therefore only with that 
central idea of his, the idea which pervades all his speeches. 

__ Surendra Nath is a lover of agitation. When a boy, Surendra Nath read 
with English boys in a school kept by Englishmen. His youth also was spent 
in the society of Englishmen, in khas England, in Englishmen’s fatherland. 
And the earlier period of his career, too, was spent inthe company of Englishmen, 
and in living in the English style. Surendra Nath was then a Sahib to the 
backbone. His service gone, Surendra Nath turned a “patriot.” And forth- 
with there was a change in his dress and manners, and in his outward conduct 
and behaviour, but ‘at heart he remained the out-and-out Saheb that he had 
become. Therefore, it is that he is effecting the country’s deliverance in the 
English style. 

Surendra Nath would remove all the grievances of the country by means 
of “ agitation,” and not by reforming the habits, tastes and inclinations of its 
people.“ Political begging” is his forte. The beggar cries himself hoarse, 
and by his loud cries teases the household into giving him alms. The house- 
hold thus find themselves compelled to give alms, or they give alms from a 

car of the beggar’s curse. Rcaiieenlth’s begging 1s begying of this order. 
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By means of agitation he would compel Government to redress the Wrongs of 
the country and confer benefits upon it. Hence the burden of his Political 
speeches is—‘‘ agitate, agitate, agitate.” Do not give up your point. ‘Th, 
more Government affects not to hear you, agitate all the more. 

It is no wonder that Surendranath should be perpetually giving this advjeg_ 
Surendranath, who has moved in English society, received an English education 
in the company of Englishmen, and is read in English history and politic, 
But India is not England, nor are Surendranath and his countrymen, Enolish. 
men. Nor, again, do Indians enjoy political independence like Englishmen 
Surendranath, and for the matter of that, every native of India should always 
bear these facts in mind. Learned in the English language, English history 
and English politics though we may be, we have no right to ignore these facts 
And it will not therefore do for us to say —agitate, agitate, agitate. 

Agitation so effective as to disturb men’s minds and impel them to seek 
redress for their grievances is not possible in this country at the present moment 
and it is not to be believed that Surendranath’s followers, wrong-headed though 
they are, do not see this. And if they have not, indeed, seen it by this time 
they should at least once think of that occurrence of the other day (for it is an 
occurrence not yet one whole year old) that cursed Consent Act. Is it 
possible to forget everything about that poisonous law, and what occurred 
in connection with it? We do not speak of the violence done to men’s religion, 
or of (Government’s) breach of promise; we only ask the reader to remember 
that agitation. And it is not without reason that we say this. Take the case 
of the cadastral survey in Bihar which is calculated to prove injurious to the 
zamindars. ‘The zamindars of Bengal and Bihar are agitating against this 
survey in the hope that their agitation will put a stop to it. Printed notices 
and hand bills are being freely distributed; people are being summoned by beat 
of drum to attend meetings and conferences; long telegrams are being 
published in the newspypers at the cost of the zamindars; and leaflets and 
papers are being scattered all over the country. ‘That is to say, the zamindars 
are following Surendranath’s advice—agitate, agitate, agitate. And the British 
Indian Association has jvined in this agitation. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor was 
asked to stop or at last to postpone the survey. And the Association has received 
a fit reply. The Lieutenant-Governor has paid no heed to the memorial of the 
Association, he has courteously rebuked them in sweet words. And we find in 
this conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor nothing to wonder at. The British 
Indian Association is a body composed of big Rajas, Maharajas, Nawabs, and 
zamindars, and we know that they are held im high respect. But we also know 
what respect was shown by Government to this Association on the occasion of 
the Bengal Tenancy Bill, and how that respectful treatment was repeated on 
the occasion of the Consent Bill. We know further that after the Consent 
Bill became law, the leading members of this Association held out the expecta- 
tion that they would carry their appeal to England, and that they ended by 
doing nothing. We think that by refusing the prayer of the Association to 
stop the cadastral survey in Bihar, the Lieutenant-Governor has but shown it 
the greater respect. : 

Surendranath is therefore mistaken in saying—agitate, agitate, agitate. 
This is not the country for agitation; the time for agitation has not yet 
come; nor are we the people to agitate. Surendranath should therefore see his 
mistake, give up his war-cry, and advise people instead to—cogitate, cogitate, 
cogitate. Let the people ponder over and realise their own true condition, and 
some good may come to them. 

98, The same paper has the following :—The present is a time when sanl- 
tary science is putting forward the most lofty 
pretensions, and claiming the most undeserved 10- 

ortance. This sanitary science of Europe is claiming admission even into the 
Indian kitchen. Why, it has already obtained that right. But nobody cares 
to see whether the foe Aa of this science and the costly arrangements prescribe 
by it are securing any really good or striking results. The prevailing craze 
for scientific sanitation and the existing municipal regulations, official au 
un-official, have not yet succeeded either in reducing the heavy mortality from 
malaria in Central Bengal, or in checking the ravage of kalajwar, which rages 9 
virulently as ever in Assam. Again, have the rules of sanitary science availed 
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. + ogainst the ravages of cholera? Take the case of these three epidemics. 
-L ocean time, whee the rules of sanitary science are in force, these diseases 
-evail more widely and virulently in the country than they did when there 
ere no such rules in force. Nay, malaria and kalaywar have made their appear- 
ie a in these days of sanitary science and municipal self-government. Sanitary 
sci has incurred heavy expenditure, and has in various ways made the utmost 
ondeavour to ascertain the causes of these diseases and to adopt suitable 
measures, if not for their complete prevention, at least for their partial sup- 
pression ; but its efforts have met with scant success. Year after year is passing 
away ; municipalities are being established one after another ; the system 
of official nominations has given place to the elective system, which, in its turn, 
‘; being recast ; old taxes are being added to by new taxes, and are sucking 
dry the life-blood of the people. But the public health, far from being preserv- 
ed, is being gradually impaired. ‘The infectious diseases shew no signs of 
abating, while new and strange maladies have made their appearance, and are 
swelling the number of those old and familar scourges. Sanitary science 1s 
increasing expenditure, is indulging in tall talk, is reproving us as fools who love 
filth and dirt, is extending its sway from roads and lanes to men’s kitchens, 
and is making Government and the people alike uneasy by its ever new 
demands and oppressions. Still the people do not enjoy health, and are not 
free from the ravages of epidemics. How can we then have faith in your 
sanitary science? We are warm advocates of neatness and cleanliness, and 
the Hindu yields to no race on earth in his love and appreciation of clean living. 
No one can approach the Hindu in his love of washing and ablutions. But 
what we are sorry for, and do not believe in, are those routine arrangements of 
your sanitary science, your stringent and at the same time lax regulations 
and your wasteful expenditure for the purpose of improving the public. health. 
Why are those places which were so many sanitariums only a few short years 
ago, so many hot-beds of disease now? Why does Monghyr suffer from 
malaria ? Why does fever rage in Buxar? Sanitary science now reigns 
supreme ; but how to account for these ? 

Sanitary science will say: “‘ Your country is poor and Government is unable 
to meet my requirements in the fullest measure. You too, are unable to find 
money. How can I then preserve your health ?” 

Unscientific Bengalis that we are, we do not venture to argue with sani- 
tary science. But even Englishmen do not seem to have much faith in its 
pretensions. An English editor says :— 


“The experience of last winter in Europe has, indeed, been of a nature to 
shake the not very robust belief which at present exists in the efficacy of 
sanitary science.” 

Now, what but the influenza epidemic has shaken Europe’s “ not ve 
robust belief ” in sanitary science ? Influenza is decimating the population of 
Europe, and sanitary science finds itself unable to do her the least service in 
this her hour of affliction. 

Admitted that Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Assam, nay all India, is dirty, per- 
ectly ignorant of science, and unwilling to spend money on sanitation. But 
{1s not so in advanced Europe and particularly in London, the first city in the 
world. London is the chosen abode of sanitary science. London possesses 
all the latest and most improved scientific instruments and apparatuses; it is 
m, London that modern medical science has reached its highest development. 

hy is it then that in that city, which is a paradise in this Kaliyuga, influenza 
14s Carried off no less than five hundred persons within the space of one week ? 
‘nd hundreds of eminent personages have been carried off by that fell 
‘pidemic, not from the alleys and bye-lanes, but from Indra’s mansion, from the 
‘andan garden, from the palace of the sovereign, and from the jewelled apart- 
nents of the millionare where sanitary science lives and reigns as it were in 
ral flesh and blood. London is panic stricken. The boastful professors of 
sanitary science are stupefied and speechless. All their ‘‘theories” have been 
“ast to the winds. English medical science is in serious peril. It finds itself 
inablo to ascertain the cause, the symptoms, or the sequelae of influenza. What 
4 difficulty and puzzle! Hundreds of thousands of medicines are proving 


efficacious, What is believed to be a remedy this moment is rejected as 
Worthless the very next. 
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How can Englishmen, under these circumstances, have their faith jin 
tary scicnce unshaken ? But attempts are being made to introduce this sei 
which is yet new in Europe, and has not yet succeeded in winning the 
dence of Englishmen, into every Indian home. What shall we say to Gover. 
ment? It is the professors of sanitary science who are putting pressure op 
Government, and doing us injury. 

59. The Sanjivani, of the 12th March, says—it has received telegrams from, 

A tiger in Arani in the Rajshahi Putia in the Rajshahi district regarding the hayoe 
district. committed by a tiger during the last two years in 
Arani and some adjoining villages. Not a single villager being in possession of 
a rifle, the people petitioned Government to adopt some means for killing tho 
animal ; but the authorities having turned a deaf ear to their prayer, they 
had no alternative but to seek the protection of the Rajas of Putia. Lately 4 
meeting was held to devise the best means of doing away with the beast, and 
it was resolved to pay a handsome reward to any huntsman who would be able 
to kill it. Alas, for Bengal, that it should have come to such a state of degrada. 
tion as to require to hold meetings about a tiger. To whata wretched condition, 
indeed, have Bengalis been reduced, deprived of their rifles ! 

60. The Gramvasi, of the 14th March, says that the people of Ramkrishna. 

The ferry between Ramkrishna- pur who require to come to Calcutta cross the river 
pur and Colvin Ghat in Calcutta. and land at Colvin Ghat. But they are put to great 
inconvenience in consequence of the crowd of ships and dingis at that ghat. It 
is also said that as the Governor-General sometimes comes on board his yacht 
at Chandpal Ghat which is next to Colvin Ghat, boats from Ramkrishnapur are 
not allowed to approach the jetty at the former ghat, even when the ghat is not 
held for the Governor-General. | 

61. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 16th March, says that revolu- 
tionary principles under various names, nihilism, 
socialism, communism, are now threatening peace 
and order throughout Europe. And nothing is more natural than that inequa- 
lity in social condition should be galling to those who do not believe that man’s 
condition on earth is determined by his acts in his previous birth, that there is 
a future existence for man, and that everything in this world is ordered bya 
Divine Providence. 

Finding Europe in this perilous temper, one cannot but feel sorely troubled 
to see that Western education and with it Western ideas have now begun to domi- 
nate over the Indian mind. ‘The laxer the Indian’s faith in a previous existence, 
in a divinely appointed fate, and in the caste system, the stronger, it is certaiy, 
will become his desire for social equality. And if this process goes on ut- 
checked, the levelling tendency now witnessed in Europe will manifest itself in 
full force in India. It is a fortunate circumstance that the great majority o! 
the Indians still believe in fate and in previous states of existence. 

There is need then for caution both on the part of the people and on 
the part of the Government. The Government ought to see that European 
ideas do not make progress in India. It is the Hindu religion that constitutes 
the best guarantee for peace and order in India, and Government should teach 
nothing, do nothing, and pass no law that may interfere with the religion and 
religious practices of. the Hindus. Unfortunately the Government in this country 
often pursues a contrary policy. But a Government without foresight gets mto 
trouble. May God grant the Government better counsel ! It is loyalty and 


patriotism that make the writer presumptuous cnough to counsel Governmest 
in this way. 
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62. The Paridarsak, of the 7th March, regrets to say that very few among 


eae the public are satisfied with the decisions of the 

Th M f of hg ” e e @ < - ; ° A 

ibe sega hiae taties ia, Munsif of Karimganj. This is due to the Munsif'’s 
indolence, inattention, and want of ability. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 19th March 1892. 


